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About me
Tatiana Bryant
(she/hers)
Librarian for digital
humanities, History +
African American Studies
at UC Irvine
tatiana.bryant@uci.edu

Journey to Open

About the OA BIPOC study
1. What’s the level of awareness of Open Access (or OA)
among faculty who identify as Black, Indigenous, and/or
people of color?
2. What are their motivations for publishing OA?
3. What experiences, positive or negative, have they had
with OA?
4. And finally what is their institutional and disciplinary
culture of support like?

“Free, immediate online availability of
research articles, coupled with the rights
to use these articles fully in the digital
environment. Open access ensures that
anyone can access and use these results
to turn ideas into industries and
breakthroughs into better lives.”

About the ES OER study
1. How aware of OER are Ethnic Studies faculty?
2. What are their interests in OER creation and/or adoption?
3. What challenges have they experienced or do they
anticipate with creating OER compared to traditional
publishing?
4. And finally what is their institutional and disciplinary
culture of support for OER creation like?

Respond to Prompts here:

bit.ly/ESOERPSU
(All Upper-Case)

Open Educational Resources are
teaching, learning and research materials
in any medium – digital or otherwise – that
reside in the public domain or have been
released under an open license that
permits no-cost access, use, adaptation
and redistribution by others with no or
limited restrictions.

What interest do you have in creating,
adapting and using OER for teaching
and learning?

“I actually used to buy books and copy them at my
mom's job and then return them. I'm really sensitive
to material that is free or open access for students.
So the way that I construct my classes and my
syllabi is to make sure that the material that I'm
using students can access for free.”

Prompt 1
Have you or your
students
experienced a
similar situation?
Respond here:
bit.ly/ESOERPSU

“Sometimes reading
an article or reading
a book is just not
really where folks
are at, myself
included.”

“It would be wonderful for our younger folks to not
have to wait, for example, to get to “the academy” to
be introduced to the empowering ways in which
learning about your own history and seeing yourself in
textbooks and having your community, praxis, and
knowledge honored in the ways that it should be
honored. So I would be very open to opportunities to
build resources around that.”

What concerns do you have about
creating, adapting and using OER for
teaching and learning?

“...this is also about
giving students access
to knowledge, and
that's at the forefront.
But then there's a lot of
labor that's still
involved…”

What are your expectations as far as
author rights?

“And it's always been like that.
That's the original kind of like
western white supremacy,
exclusionary model. You know,
once you get it in, that's it. It's
theirs. They've consumed it.
They own it. But it seems like
that [with] OER you retain your
scholarly rights more…”

“I don't expect to have a lot of rights when we're going
with a formal publisher or an academic journal… with
OER, there's a bit more flexibility, which I appreciate,
but also I think a heavier responsibility to be more
accountable and thoughtful about how we make
things acceptable to ensure that people are
respected.”

What are your expectations for placing
your scholarship with publishers?

“Our concerns were mainly that this not be a dead
book, that we wanted people to know about all of
the open resources that came with it [like] these
interviews that we ended up posting on the web
[and] the curriculum guide that we had some K-12
educators work on for us.”

“I could have done [a third
lower-tier academic press].
But I wanted to go through
the peer review process and
I want it to last. And so
compensation to me is not
money. Compensation to me
is like, what can I contribute
to academic life?”

“I went through peer
review. I passed it. I know
they have a very big peer
review process. And so,
yeah, it's not money for
me. I mean, it’d be great,
I don't get paid a lot. I get
paid the least in my
department.”

“…you know, you
don't make bank
on a book. But
that's not why you
publish. You
publish for the
other reasons…”

Prompt 2
Do these statements
reflect your own
feelings towards the
value of peer review?
Respond here:
bit.ly/ESOERPSU

“…And I don't want to be accused of self-publishing,
because I've seen that. I've seen that with those
older professors. I've seen their review letters. [If]
you self-published a book, …it just smacks of like,
you're not a true scholar. And I've seen it over and
over again. Like that was how they got tenure
twenty years ago. They just self-published some
pamphlet and I'm like, “That's it?””

“So I revise it eight more times. …And I was like, Oh
crap, I just can't do this. And it was two, three years.
And my research is getting cold. I'm just trying to
help out to fight Trump. And I broke down. I'm like, I
can't do this anymore. So I put it into an OA journal
because I just couldn't get it in [the pipeline of] the
top journals, and I had to ‘accept and revise.’ And so
they [the OA journal] took it.”

What are your expectations around
compensation?

“...you really don't
get much from
publishing in
university presses,
maybe a couple of
dollars. So I have
no expectation of
compensation at
all. I hope to get
clout.”

What would encourage you or enable
you to create your own OER?

“As a graduate student, no one ever sat me down…
other than to say, you should publish…And I think
frankly, like one of the reasons why I don't even pursue
conversation around [OER publishing] at my
[university] is because it's intimidating to me. I don't
feel it's accessible. I wouldn't know where to start. And
because of that, I'm actually really hesitant to publish
my own stuff…”

Prompt 3
Were you guided through
the intricacies of the
publishing process as a grad
student or junior scholar?
Respond here:
bit.ly/ESOERPSU

“I think there are some colleagues who are hesitant to
put their stuff out there now for those very reasons. A
lack of understanding about how we protect ourselves
from having our work exploited or misused or
reframed in ways that it was not supposed to be
used.”

Some
Final
Thoughts

Questions?
Thanks!
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